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ABSTRACT 
The objective of this research is to prove if the use of Story Face Strategy can improve reading 
comprehension of the tenth grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Parigi. This research used quasi-
experimental research design. Cluster sampling technique was employed to draw the sample of 
this research which consisted of 30 students of  X IPS B as the experimental group and 34 
students of X MIPA E as the control group. The data were collected by using  pretest and 
posttest. The pretest was administered to measure the students’ reading comprehension before 
the treatment while the posttest was administered to measure the improvement of the students’ 
reading comprehension after the treatment. The mean score of pre-test of the experimental  
group was 53.78 while control group 56.47. The mean score of post-test of the experimental 
group was 78 while control group was 66.27. In analyzing the data, the researcher used 0.05 as 
level of significance and the 62 (30+34-2) degree of freedom (df). The tcounted value was 7.64 
and ttable value was 1.67. The tcounted value was greater than ttable value,  it means that the 
hypothesis was accepted. In other words the use of Story Face Strategy  can improve reading 
comprehension of the tenth grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Parigi. 
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Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membuktikan apakah penggunaan strategy Story Face dapat 
meningkatkan kemampuan pemahaman bacaan pada siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Negeri 1 Parigi. 
Penelitian ini menggunakan desain penelitian kuasi eksperimental. Teknik sampling klaster 
dipilih untuk mengambil sampel penelitian ini; 30 siswa X IPS B sebagai kelompok eksperimen 
dan 34 siswa X MIPA E sebagai kelompok kontrol. Data dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan 
pratest dan pascatest. Pratest diberikan untuk mengukur pemahaman membaca siswa sebelum 
pembelajaran. Sementara pascatest diberikan untuk mengukur peningkatan pemahaman 
membaca siswa setelah pembelajaran. Nilai rata-rata siswa pada pratest kelompok eksperimen 
adalah 53,78 sedangkan kelompok kontrol adalah 56,47. Kemudian nilai rata-rata pascatest 
kelompok eksperimen adalah 78 sedangkan kelompok kontrol adalah 66.27.  Dalam 
menganalisis data, peneliti menggunakan 0,05 sebagai tingkat signifikansi dan 62 (30+34-2) 
derajat kebebasan (df).  Nilai hitung t dalam penelitian ini adalah 7,64 dan nilai tabel t adalah 
1.67. Nilai hitung t lebih besar dari nilai tabel t, yang berarti bahwa hipotesis diterima. 
Dengan kata lain penggunaan Story Face Strategy dapat meningkatkan pemahaman membaca 
siswa kelas sepuluh di SMA Negeri 1 Parigi. 
Kata Kunci: Story face, reading comprehension, narrative text, inferential comprehension 
 
INTRODUCTION 
       Reading is one of the four skills in 
learning English besides speaking, writing, and 
listening.  It is an interactive process used by 
the reader to identify and make meaning from 
a written text conveyed by the author. It also 
means a variety of ways in language to acquire 
and understand words in order to get 
information, ideas, fluency, and motivation.  
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Through reading, the reader will gain 
benefits such as gaining a lot of information, 
improving their knowledge, solving problems, 
and getting new ideas by comprehending a 
reading passage. In other words, reading is not 
only an accuracy in pronouncing words or 
sentences, but also identifying and 
comprehending the writer’s intention in a  
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reading passage. So that, reading is important 
because it develops the mind.  
Indonesian students are taught to read 
an English text from high school to university 
level. Learning English is certainly not just 
reading but comprehending the reading text. 
Reading comprehension is the goals of 
teaching and learning process of reading at 
school.  As mentioned in school-based 
curriculum 2013 that one of the basic 
competencies of the senior high-school 
students is to comprehend the content of 
various texts, such as narrative, procedure, 
factual report, descriptive text, and hortatory 
exposition. The instructional objectives of 
teaching reading involve the following skills, 
such as getting detail information from the 
text, identifying the main idea, inferring 
words, phrases and sentences meaning based 
on the context. 
    However, students got difficulty in reading 
skill because reading comprehension is an 
active process to construct meaning.  
Educators are constantly seeking for effective 
method or strategy to assist students to teach 
comprehension.  Being an educator, the 
researcher also takes a part in seeking 
effective way to help the students who have 
reading difficulties. 
     As the observation, the researcher has seen 
the difficulties faced by most students during 
the teaching and learning process of reading 
narrative text at the tenth grade students of 
SMA Negeri 1 Parigi. First, the students were 
lazy to read the text because the text is long. 
Second, the students had difficulties in 
comprehending the text, they only read the 
text without knowing the meaning. Third, they 
had lack of vocabulary that caused them took 
too much time to think which cause long 
pauses in reading. Last, the teacher just asked 
student to read fluently a text and answer the 
question. Absolutely, the students cannot 
enjoy the text itself. 
    To solve the problem, the researcher used 
story face strategy.  This strategy was 
appropriate to help students to comprehend 
narrative text. Many teaching strategies in 
educational process have been conducted by 
teachers and professional to improve students’ 
ability in comprehending reading text. In 
teaching reading, the teacher can use various 
strategy like story face strategy. According to 
Klingner, Vaughn, and Boardman (2007:79) 
“The story face provides a visual framework 
for understanding, identifying, and 
remembering elements in narrative text.” 
Story map is a kind of graphic organizers.  It 
allows students to visualize the important 
component of a narrative text.  Furthermore, 
story face is also a kind of graphic organizer 
that aids students’ comprehension on narrative 
text.  Like a story map, story face allow 
students to visualize the important component 
of a narrative text, including setting, main 
characters, problems, events, and resolution. 
The story face constructed by making the 
eyes, in this part two circles representing the 
setting and main characters. Eyelashes are 
specific descriptors and secondary characters. 
Nose is a problem. Mouth are comprises a 
series of circles representing the main events 
that lead to the solution. 
       This strategy provides readers with 
graphic organizer.  Graphic organizer is a tool 
which uses visual learning symbols to express 
knowledge, concepts, thoughts, or ideas, and 
the relationships between them.  It takes 
numerous forms. It is several forms of graphic 
organizers from different literatures.  
Considering the strategy above, the researcher 
believes that story face strategy can improve 
students reading comprehension skill. 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
In this study, quasi experimental 
research design was applied. There are 
experimental group and control group. 
Experimental group is a group which gets 
treatment, whereas control group is a group 
which does not get treatment. The method of 
this study was formulate by Cohen, Manion, 
and Morrison (2007:283).  
The design of the research was taken from 
Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007:283) as 
follows: 
 
Experimental Group  O1 X O2 
Control Group   O3    O4 
 
Where: 
O1O3  : Pre-test 
O2O4  : Post-test 
X  : Treatment 
 
A population is an object of a 
research. Population is any class of individuals 
having same characteristic (Creswell 2005).     
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Population is all subject of study (Arikunto      
2006). The population of this study was the 
tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Parigi 
about 308. Two classes in this study were 
class X IPS B as the experimenal group and X 
MIPA E as the control group. 
 In research, variables refer to factors 
or conditions that can change during the 
course of an experiment.  The researcher 
employs two variables; they were independent 
and dependent variable.  Creswell (2009:50) 
states, “Independent variables are those that 
(probably) cause, influence, or affect 
outcomes.  Dependent variable is those that 
depend on the independent variables; they are 
the outcomes or results of the influence of the 
independent variables.” In other word, 
dependent variable is expected to change as a 
result of an experimental manipulation of the 
independent variable or variables. While 
independent variable refers to the condition of 
an experiment that is systematically 
manipulated by the investigator. Therefore, the 
independent variable of this research was story 
face strategy, and dependent variable was the 
students reading comprehension skill. 
Sample is important and needed in 
doing a research.  In research, a sample is a 
part of a population that is used to represent 
the entire group as a whole. Gay (1996:111) 
states, “Sampling is the process of selecting a 
number of individuals for a study in such a 
way that individuals represent the larger group 
from which they were selected.” It means that, 
the process of sampling taken from 
population.     To decide the research sample, 
the researcher was applied cluster random 
sampling technique.  It used randomly selected 
to be a part of groups such as experimental 
group or control group and members from 
randomly selected clusters are a part of this 
sample. 
In this research, the researcher used 
test as the instrument. The test was inform of 
pretest and posttest.  The researcher gave 
multiple choice, true false question and essay 
test in context of narrative text.  The best 
material was based on the school teaching 
material.   
 The pretest was given before the 
treatment and the posttest after the treatment.  
The test was given related to narrative text. 
The test was given in form of narrative 
question with the following scoring system as 
follows: 
 
Table 1 Scoring Rubric 
No 
Types of the 
Test 
Number 
of Item 
Score 
of 
each 
item 
Total 
Score 
1 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Question 
5 4 20 
2 Multiple choice 10 2 20 
3 True or False 5 4 20 
     
Total                              60 
 
 
FINDINGS 
In presenting the data, the researcher 
analyzed the data taken from pre-test and post-
test. The researcher had given pre-test and 
post-test to both experimental group and 
control groups. Pre-test was conducted in 
order to know the student’s prior reading 
comprehension skill before they got the 
treatment. After the pre-test, the researcher 
conducted the treatment by using Story Face 
Strategy for six meetings to the experimental 
group, while the control group was not. After 
finishing six meetings, both experimental 
group and control group were given a post-
test. The post-test was conducted in order to 
find out the progress of students’ reading 
comprehension skill after the treatment. 
No Criteria Score Score 
range 
Category Qualifica
tion 
1 Correct 
content, 
Grammar 
4 90-100 Very good Successf
ul 
2 Correct 
content, 
Incorret 
grammar 
3 80-89 Good Successful 
3 Correct 
grammar, 
Incorrect 
content 
2 70-79 Fair Successf
ul 
4 Incorrect 
contect and 
grammar 
1 40-69 Poor Failed 
5 No answer 0 0-39 Very poor Failed 
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Furthermore, the purpose of the post-test was 
to compare the result of the students’ 
achievement in reading comprehension skill 
between the experimental group and the 
control one.  
The result of the pre-test and post-test 
of experimental group is presented on table 2. 
 
Table 2 The Result of the Pre-test and Post-
test of Experimental Group 
 
No. Initials 
Students Score 
Pre-test Post-test 
1 TN 48.3 80 
2 MTH 35 78.3 
3 RH 61.7 78.3 
4 APR 65 86.7 
5 WP 63.3 90 
6 BA 53.3 70 
7 V 45 75 
8 FR 48.3 70 
9 M 46.7 71.7 
10 MY 61.7 85 
11 FAP 46.7 76.7 
12 AR 56.7 78.3 
13 TPN 56.7 76.7 
14 MSH 58.3 70 
15 MSDA 65 85 
16 RM 51.7 78.3 
17 J 56.7 78.3 
18 MT 45 80 
19 DPP 48.3 76.7 
20 SAT 61.7 75 
21 TAA 48.3 86.7 
22 CA 48.3 88.3 
23 NF 55 76.7 
24 A 48.3 70 
25 MF 43.3 70 
26 WW 60 85 
27 D 61.7 75 
28 MS 56.7 70 
29 FK 50 68.3 
30 IH 66.7 90 
  Total 1613.4 2340 
 
After counting the pre-test score of the 
experimental group, the researcher find that 
the mean score of pre-test of experimental 
group is 53.78. The highest score is 66.7 and  
the lowest score is 35. The highest score of the 
post-test of experimental group is 90 and the 
lowest score is 68.3. Furthermore, the mean 
score of the post-test of experimental group is 
78. It means that the improvement of the result 
of the experimental group is 24.22. It is 
increased from 53.78 to 78.  
The result of the pre-test and post-test 
of control group is presented on table 3. 
 
Table 3 The Result of Pre-test and Post-test of 
Control Group 
No. Initials 
Students Score 
Pre-test Post-test 
1 RM 70 70 
2 MS 55 68.3 
3 UWA 66.7 71.7 
4 SK 41.7 56.7 
5 HM 60 68.3 
6 AW 61.7 65 
7 NAW 65 71.7 
8 HC 40 55 
9 IH 40 55 
10 PNH 51.7 63.3 
11 MW 45 63.3 
12 SRS 65 68.3 
13 KZH 46.7 55 
14 MR 66.7 71.7 
15 IW 53.3 68.3 
16 MDL 61.7 65 
17 DIK 45 55 
18 AA 43.3 56.7 
19 AN 65 66.7 
20 MG 65 73.3 
21 MAH 78.3 78.3 
22 ZA 51.7 61.7 
23 KKPB 58.3 65 
24 PJM 58.3 70 
25 BZW 66.7 76.7 
26 CDS 61.7 71.7 
27 DNKL 50 75 
28 FO 51.7 61.7 
29 LY 45 61.7 
30 RA 41.7 56.7 
31 MNA 58.3 63.3 
32 MR 63.3 70 
33 MAF 48.3 68.3 
34 APD 78.3 85 
 
Total 1920.1 2253.4 
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In calculating the students’ individual 
score of the control group, the researcher 
employed the same formula used in 
experimental group. As a result, the researcher 
find that the mean score of pre-test of control 
group is 56.47. The highest score is 78.3 and 
the lowest score is 48.3. The highest score of 
the post-test of control group is 85 and the 
lowest score is 55. Furthermore, the researcher 
finds that the mean score of post-test of 
control group is 66.27. There is also an 
improvement of the result of the control 
group. The improvement of the control group 
is 9.8. It rises up from 56.47 to 66.27. 
To find the total deviation, the total 
score in posttest is deducted by the total score 
in pretest after that the total deviation is 
squared to get the square deviation. Based on 
the calculation, it was found that the total 
deviation score of the experimental group is 
713.84 and the square deviation score of 
experimental group is 19251.71. On the other 
hand, the total deviation score and the square 
deviation score of control group are 338.3 and 
4513.47.  
To find out the mean deviation score 
for both experimental and control group, 
where the total deviation is divided into the 
number of students in each group. The mean 
deviation of the experimental group is 23.79 
and the mean deviation of the control group is 
9.95 while the sum of square deviation score 
of the experimental group is 2266.13, and the 
sum of square deviation score of the control 
group is 1147.3. After the computation of the 
significance between the experimental and 
control group by using formula from Arikunto 
(2006), the result of the data analysis shows 
that the t-counted value is 7.64. By applying 0,05 
level of significant with the degree of freedom 
(df) N1 + N2 – 2 = 30 + 34  – 2 = 62. Thus t-
counted value (7.64) is greater than t-table value 
(1.670), Based on the data the researcher 
concludes that the research hypothesis is 
totally accepted. In other words the use of 
Story Face Strategy can improve students 
reading comprehension skills. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
The aims of this research is to prove if 
the Story Face Strategy can be applied to 
improve students’ reading comprehension. 
The students try to understand the reading 
passage using the story face. The researcher 
then tested the students by using the criteria of 
inferential comprehension. The purpose of the 
test was to find general information from the 
narrative text by using story face strategy of 
the students’ skill in reading paragraph 
including whole criteria before treatment, 
during treatment, and after treatment. 
The first activity, the students were 
given pre-test in experimental and control 
groups by reading narrative questions. The 
result of pre-test showed that the students got 
some problems to answer the questions of the 
narrative text. The students were lazy to read 
the text because the students lack of 
motivation. So that, the students were difficult 
to comprehend the narrative text. 
After finding the problems, then the 
researcher did the treatment to the students for  
six meetings by using Story Face Strategy. 
The researcher taught reading narrative text in 
the teaching and learning process focusing on 
inferential comprehension.  During the 
treatment, the researcher explained about 
narrative text and the general information in 
narrative text such how to find setting, main 
characters, problem, events, and resolution. 
Through story face strategy, it guides students 
to understand the text and they might answer 
the questions with the correct answer. 
The second activity, different material 
was given in each meeting. However, the 
implementation of Story Face Strategy needs a 
particular procedure. The researcher 
conducted the procedure to increase the 
students’ reading comprehension skill by 
using story face strategy adapted and modified 
from Hedgcock et al (2009:301) and Klingner 
et al (2007:79). Firstly, the researcher began 
the class by giving the students narrative 
passage and asked them about narrative text.  
In this case, the students did not really know 
about narrative text. Then, the researcher 
explained about narrative text and its 
elements. After that, the researcher asked the 
students to make a group.  The students were 
divided into six groups consisting of five 
persons and asked them to sit based on their 
groups.  Then, the researcher distributed a 
paper of form of story face to students in each 
group. After that, the researcher reviewed the 
information that the students were expected to 
find and asked students to complete the story 
face form.  Last, the researcher did the 
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discussion of the story elements.  The 
researcher focused on helping students to 
evaluate whether their answered were correct. 
In this part the students in a group should 
work together to clearly to complete story 
face. 
After conducting the treatment, the 
researcher then gave the students post-test in 
order to identify the students’ improvement in 
reading comprehension skill.            Based on 
the result of posttest, the researcher found out 
some progress of students’ skill in reading 
comprehension.  The result showed that most 
of the students were enthusiastic to learn 
narrative text because the strategy was 
interested and they felt easy to read and 
understand the narrative text.  Especially, they 
can enjoy the teaching and learning process in 
their class. 
Furthermore, on the first day of the 
treatment, some students still were confused 
about this strategy. The students had a 
problem to put the information from the 
passage to the story form. The researcher then 
explained how to do the story face. As an 
example, the students were asked to read a 
legend story about “Issumboshi” was provided 
by the researcher. After showing the example 
on how to do the story face, the researcher 
asked the students to complete the story face 
with their groups. Although they show no 
particular improvement, the researcher saw 
new motivation from the students because the 
form of story face was interesting.  
At the second meeting, the legend 
story was “Strong Wind”. Some of the 
students still hard to sum up the information 
from the passage. It seemed that they had hard 
time finding the elements of narrative text in 
every paragraph. This happened because they 
were lack of vocabulary. The researcher tried 
to create a relaxing and friendly situation, so it 
did not make the students feel frustrated. It 
was expected to make them easy in teaching 
learning process. 
At the third meeting, the story given 
was "Cinderella". In this meeting, the students 
begin to understand the story face strategy, 
they are slightly fluent in writing the story 
construct of information listed. They can 
complete the information that makes up the 
chronological order without help from the 
researcher. Because the students have known 
what to do, the teaching and learning process 
has become better than the previous meeting. 
They were more relaxed and more active in 
the classroom.  
At the fourth meeting, most students 
show their development. The material given 
was about “The First Monkey”. Some students 
were interested in this story.  
In the fifth and last meeting, the 
students were given materials such as 
“Rapunzel” and “The Magic Candle”. The 
students were able to use story face in these 
last meetings. Since the topic was folktale and 
fairytale, students got more interested to 
complete the story face. In these two-last 
meeting, the use of Story Face Strategy seems 
so helpful in improving students’ reading 
comprehension. 
The result of the test showed that most 
of the students’ reading comprehension was 
almost perfect.  After story face strategy was 
applied for the students, they felt that it is 
easier to comprehend information details in a 
text through story face form.  This statement is 
supported by Staal (2000:205) story face 
strategy applied gives the students new 
information details from the text.  It also 
allows the students to answer the questions.  
Those statements above were also supported 
by Staal (2000:285) who mentioned that story 
face strategy create a mental framework that 
holds new information in organized way and 
read more closely because students are 
looking answers to their questions. 
Finally, this strategy is good to apply 
in teaching reading to improve students 
reading comprehension then teacher strategy. 
 
 
CONCLUSION  
By looking at the finding of the 
research, the researcher concluded that using 
story face strategy improved the students’ 
reading comprehension skill of X IPS B at 
SMA Negeri 1 Parigi.  It might be looked at 
the result of this research that t-counted (7.64) 
was higher that the value t-table (1.67).  
Moreover, using story face as strategy has 
several strengths in teaching reading.  First, 
this strategy provides a recognizable object 
upon which to outline a story. Then, can guide 
retelling because it helps students understand 
and remember narrative text structure and 
provide students with meaningful contexts to 
actively engage them in the learning process.  
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Lastly, the story face is flexible and The 
greatest strength of the story face is that it 
provides a framework for narrative writing. 
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